12-13 August
Wednesday 12                                     THE EGYPTIAN TREATY
The remaining clauses of the treaty with Egypt were initialled
at a plenary session of the two delegations at Alexandria. At the
close of the meeting Mustapha Nahas Pasha accepted the invi-
tation of the British Government to come to London with the
delegation for the signing of the treaty. In his speech he said
that "Egypt unanimously rejoices at the result of the negotia-
tions, which not only opens between the two countries an era
of sincere good friendship, but also oilers to a world under-
mined by a grave crisis a salutary example."
These negotiations with Egypt have been continuing for
many years, for public opinion in Egypt has always resented
the British Protectorate assumed during the Great War, but
neither side would give way on certain points. The Italian
attack on Ethiopia altered the situation and made a final agree-
ment desirable. Sir Miles Lampson was then invited to open
negotiations, wilich were delayed through the death of King
Fuad and the General Election in Egypt, but have now at last
been brought to a friendly conclusion.
THE CAPTURE OF BADAJOS
The long-expected offensive under General Franco from the
south has nowr begun, its first fruits being the capture of Badajos
and the contact with General Mola's forces in the north. The,,
insurgents are still, however, far from being masters of the
situation. The capture was preceded by one of the bloodiest
engagements yet fought. Nearly 1,000 of the Government
militia wrere killed.
Thursday 13                                               BREAKING A BRIDGE
Officials of the Ministry of Transport and the Department of
Industrial and Scientific Research were present at the destruc-
tion of a i4o-year-old bridge over a disused canal near Derby.
This is the first of a series of experiments initiated by Mr.
Hore-Belisha, to test the strength of various types of bridges.
The old bridge only gave way under eighty tons pressure.
When cracks appeared, they were marked with red paint, and
the stones were numbered. All defections were duly noted by
observers with telescopes, wearing crash helmets which,
however, were not necessary, as there was no flying masonry. The
experiment was neither spectacular nor exciting.
THE STORKS
The Honorary Secretary of the Haslemere Museum notes
that on 12 August eighteen of the nineteen storks reared on
190